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Abstract: Several experimental techniques were performed in the past years using in vitro environments, in an attempt to not only understand the blood flow
behaviour in microcirculation but also develop microfluidic devices as an alternative clinical methodology to detect blood diseases [1-4]. Hence, the
visualization and measurement of red blood cells (RBCs) flowing in a microfluidic device are important to provide not only essential information about
hydrodynamic characteristics of the blood but also vital information to diagnose the initial symptoms of diseases during clinical investigations [5]. For
instance, RBC rigidity has been correlated with myocardial infarction, diabetes mellitus, hypertension, and also other haematological disorders and diseases
that affect RBC deformation more directly, such as, hereditary spherocytosis, sickle cell anaemia and malaria [6, 7]. Regarding a better understanding of
the RBCs deformation and motion, we present in this paper a compilation of studies made in our research group, using several microfluidic devices with
different microchannel geometries and fabrication techniques (i.e., soft-lithography, xurography and hybrids) that focus in the shear and extensional flow
behaviour, either in healthy or chemically stiffed RBCs.
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